
W 
elcome to 

the 2017 

newsletter. 

We hope 

everyone had a great win-

ter and that you are look-

ing forward to a great 

camping season. 

    We had a cold and 

snowy winter at the 

campground, but for the 

most part we came 

through the winter in 

pretty good condition. 

    We had an early start 

to the season last year. 

What’s in store this year?  

We are never sure with 

Mother Nature but the 

Old Farmer’s Almanac is 

predicting April and May 

will be warmer and drier 

than normal. Let’s hope 

that leads into a long 

warm dry summer with 

lots of sunshine. 

    All of your contact in-

formation needs to be up-

dated, including e-mail 

address, and cellphone 

numbers. We are looking 

at improving our commu-

nications with monthly 

and seasonal campers.  

Options include mass e-

mail and text messaging 

in the event of emergency. 

    We appreciate having 

you as part of our com-

munity here at Riverbend. 

A Look Ahead to Summer 

O 
ur belief is 

that if you are 

not moving 

forward you 

are falling behind. Some 

years we have been forced 

to focus on repairing and 

rebuilding after flooding.  

Much work has been 

done along the riverbank 

and we feel going into the 

summer, we are in pretty 

good shape. Last summer 

we were able to focus on 

some solid improvements. 

    Heavy work with ma-

chinery is done during 

the off season, (early 

spring and late fall). We 

added a number of new 

tenting sites and did work 

on our nature trail sys-

tem. New playground 

equipment was added, 

and the roof on the Gaze-

bo hall was replaced. Our 

chapel on the island was 

restored (see photo pg 2), 
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the mini-golf course was 

refreshed with new 

greens, paint and land-

scaping and new paddle-

boats were added to the 

fleet. You have probably 

noticed work that is un-

derway to add serviced 

RV sites. These will be 

ready for the 2018 sea-

son. 

Our garbage/recycling 

truck was replaced last 

spring....(cont’d page 2)   
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the vacuum truck was 

replaced over the winter. 

Emptying the septic tanks 

is never a pleasant job 

but it has been especially 

challenging with the old 

unit. 

In the fall we were able to 

use our leaf vacuum for 

the first time. Hauling 

leaves to the two drop-off 

locations was heavy work 

and is no longer neces-

sary. Campers raked 

leaves into the roadway 

and we just ran up and 

down the road with the 

vacuum. 

The next exciting project 

is installation of Wi-Fi. 

Our first priority is to 

make this available for 

our overnight guests. This 

will be rolled out in phas-

es with the aim of having 

Wi-Fi available through-

out the campground. 

Through continuous im-

provement our aim is to 

improve your camping 

experience. 

for organizers. Camping at 

Riverbend is affordable and 

flexible. You can offer fami-

ly members options that 

range from tenting to fully 

serviced sites. Options 

mean your family’s stay 

here is based on their cir-

cumstance. If your guests 

don’t normally camp or are 

coming from a distance, RV 

rentals are available in 

nearby Calgary. Family can 

reserve ahead, fly into Cal-

gary International (YYC) 

and catch a shuttle to one 

of the RV rental outlets 

located near the airport. 

For family members that 

would prefer a stay in a 

motel, there are several 

choices in Okotoks just 

minutes away. 

The refurbished “Hope ana 

Prayer Chapel” on the is-

land is tiny but is a charm-

I 
f you or someone you 

know is planning a 

family reunion or wed-

ding, consider Riverbend. 

Choosing to have your 

event here has many ad-

vantages. 

The centrepiece of our 

campground is the Gazebo 

which house our main hall 

and kitchen. The Gazebo, 

will be your headquarters 

during the event from arri-

val to departure.   

The rustic look makes a 

great backdrop for photos.  

While rustic in look, users 

find it very functional and 

flexible.  A typical setup 

can easily accommodate 

groups up to 100 with pic-

nic table seating. More for-

mal options are available. 

Some of your campsites 

will be steps from the hall, 

which is most convenient 

ing backdrop for prayer 

services during your reun-

ion or for the wedding cere-

Improvements — Continued 

 Reunions & Weddings 
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Store-Office Hours 

 

May, June, Sept., Oct.      Mon-Thur    9-11 and 3-8 

   Fri– Sun       9AM until Dark 

July-August                       All week      9AM until Dark 

*Times Subject to change* 

Refurbished “Hope ana 

Prayer Chapel.” 

A wedding party gathering outside the Gazebo. 

Gazebo interior decorated for a formal event. 

mony. For more information 

or to book call the office at 

403-938-2017. 



Okotoks Annexation 

Harmony with Nature 

U 
p until now 

Riverbend 

Campground 

has been in the MD of 

Foothills. Changes to 

this reality are about to 

happen. The Town of 

Okotoks and the MD 

have negotiated to have 

1,950 hectares trans-

ferred from the MD to 

the Town. This annexa-

tion includes the west 

half of Riverbend 

Campground which 

means half the 

campground will be in 

Okotoks and half in the 

MD. At present, as you 

travel into town on 370th 

Avenue the town bound-

ary is at 42nd Street 

East. This will be moved 

to align with 48th Street 

East. The Municipal 

Government Board has 

given its approval and 

the final step is approval 

by the provincial cabi-

net. This is expected 

sometime in May. 

In the past all develop-

ment discussions were 

conducted with MD offi-

cials. Going forward we 

will be dealing with both 

municipal bodies. We 

are not certain what im-

pact this will have. Per-

haps we should consult 

with Lloydminster for 

tips on making this 

work. 
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2017_Rates  
 

Tenting      $30 

Power and Water    $40 

30 Amp Service     $45 

50 Amp Service     $50 

Pets         $2 

Day Pass—Vehicle & Driver      $2 

                   Passengers (each)      $1 

                   Pets        $1 

Coin Showers (5min)       $1 

 

Seasonals (Due May 1st) 
 

Power, Water, Sewer   $2000 

Pet permit (Each)        $20 

2nd Vehicle Permit        $20 

Winter Storage (Due Nov 1st)     $250 

 

GST not included 

Our leaf vacuum made fall cleanup a little easier last October 

O 
ur motto is “Live in 

harmony with na-

ture.” Being situat-

ed in a natural setting one 

can’t help but develop an 

appreciation for nature. We 

are blessed with some 

unique natural features, 

and a percentage of our 

land is left in its natural 

state, preserving as much 

as we can we to ensure the 

long term health and well-

being of our environment. 

RECYCLING – We applaud 

the efforts of our campers 

embracing our recycling 

program. Through your 

efforts, we have reduced 

the volume of garbage that 

must be taken to the land-

fill. Our campers have also 

made a difference by plac-

ing items in the appropri-

ate containers. Plastics, tin 

cans, newspaper and non-

refundable glass containers 

are taken to the Okotoks 

Recycling Center. These 

items and the proceeds are 

put to good use by contrib-

uting to local community 

endeavors. The pop cans, 

pop bottles and other re-

fundables are taken to the 

local bottle depot. There all 

of these items are sorted 

and recycled. All the pro-

ceeds from this effort in 

2016 went to Alberta Can-

cer Society, Alberta Animal 

Rescue Society, Ride to 

Conquer Cancer, Alberta 

Children’s Hospital NS 

Community Safety Net. 

WATER CONSERVATION – 

Your cooperation is once 

again requested to con-

serve water as our system 

can be overwhelmed if too 

many people are trying to 

water at the same time ie 

Friday evenings. Our po-

table water system is 

Alberta Health Service 

approved so boiling water 

is unnecessary. 

Please use common 

sense when using this 

valuable resource. Keep a 

jug of water in the fridge 

to eliminate the need to 

run water until it runs 

cold.  Your lawn only 

needs 1-inch of water per 

week. Please ensure you 

have no leaks in hoses or 

taps. 

LIKE US ON 

FACEBOOK 



surface, is esthetically 

pleasing, helps with 

weed control, and mini-

mizes soil erosion. A 

new trail starts behind 

the main west wash-

room, follows the creek 

east and exits in the ar-

ea of the new tenting 

sites. It covers rough 

terrain and caution is 

advised.   

Exploring the trails is a 

very quiet and pleasant 

way to see wildlife and 

different species of trees 

O 
ne of the fea-

tures that gives 

us great pride 

here at Riverbend 

Campground is our Na-

ture Trails. These run 

throughout the 

campground. Some run 

up the hill to the road 

from the East End and 

some follow the creeks.  

We continue to add new 

trails and upgrade the 

existing legs. The wood 

mulch we are adding 

provides a good walking 

and undergrowth. If you 

catch the season right, 

you will be treated to 

several wild edible ber-

ries. 

There is a map at the 

office to show the differ-

ent trails for all to enjoy. 

Nature Trails 

should know where it is, 

how to operate it and 

what types of fires it can 

be used for. 

In most cases of fire, the 

best decision is to get 

out quickly and stay 

out. Do not go back in 

for anything. Saving 

lives is the first priority, 

objects can be replaced, 

lives cannot. Have an 

emergency exit plan and 

review it with all family 

members. Are doorways 

clear and do latches 

work properly? Next 

check your emergency 

exit windows. Do win-

dow latches work and 

does the window easily 

open? Some seasonal 

campers have structures 

beside their units. Make 

certain these do not 

compromise the opera-

tion of these critical exit 

options.  

I 
n the past twelve 

months we have had 

two RV fires. The 

most recent was a Class 

A motorhome that was 

destroyed in a fire on 

January 8th. The Oko-

toks Fire Department 

responded and says it 

took two hours to extin-

guish the fire.  The trail-

er on the next site had 

some exterior damage 

but was saved by the 

efforts of the firefighters. 

We want to ensure the 

safety of all of our camp-

ers. Before starting the 

season, do a though 

safety review. Does your 

unit have working 

smoke and carbon mon-

oxide detectors? These 

should be checked and 

tested regularly. Make 

sure you have a fully 

charged fire extinguisher 

in your RV. Everyone 

It is important to be-

come familiar with your 

site location. Those of us 

familiar with Riverbend 

will know a site location 

by lot number. Even at 

that there is occasional-

ly confusion between 

East and West. First re-

sponders, not familiar 

with the campground 

rely on site number and 

road name. Take note of 

the road name leading to 

your site, in case of 

emergency.  

RV Fire Safety 

 SPEEDING IS NOT 

TOLERATED 

Posted speed is 15 kms/hr 

and is in place for the safe-

ty of all especially children. 

Speeding continues to be a 

issue in the campground.  

Anyone caught speeding 

will be evicted immediately. 

STAFF PRIVACY 

When our staff members 

are off duty please respect 

their privacy and do not 

disturb them unless it’s an 

emergency. Please call the 

office at 403-938-2017 for 

assistance 

GUEST PASSES 

Day Guest Passes are valid 

only on the day issued.  

There is a maximum of two 

cars per site. Guests are 

not to stay overnight with-

out informing the front of-

fice.  If guests stay without 

permission the onus falls 

on the contract holder, who 

may suffer consequences 

up to EVICTION. 

Campfires are an enjoyable 

part of your experience here 

and the store stocks 

firewood. 


