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Campground

Features
Miniature golf*
Paddle boats*
Pedal carts*
Playgrounds*
Store on site*
Firewood

Propane sales

On-site laundry

Nature trails
River access

*Note some facilities
are temporarily closed
by order of the local
health authority.

The Return of Camping in a New Reality

elcome to our

2020 news-

letter. We

had a fairly
typical winter here at the
campground but we are
heading into a camping
season like no other we've
ever seen before.

This spring we've been
busy preparing for our
campers and keep in mind,
operations will certainly be
a work in progress. We
have protocols from Alberta
Health Services (see below)
which govern our operation
during the pandemic.
These continue to be up-
dated which means our
channels of communica-

tions with you, our camp-
ers, will be busy. Make
sure we have your correct
email address and that you
add us to your contacts in
your email software. Doing
so will make certain you
are getting our updates.

Remember, we appreci-

ate having you as part of
our community here at
Riverbend. Together we will
have a safe summer enjoy-
ing the great outdoors.

Our newsletter is chock
full of information, includ-
ing guidelines for safe
camping. Hope you enjoy.

Alberta Health Services Protocols

hese are the AHS

Protocols which

must be respected

by all campers as of

April 22, 2020 and
will be updated.

e  Social distancing of six
feet must be respected at
all times.

e All playgrounds, mini-golf,
paddle-boats, bike rentals
and other items are to
remain closed.

e All campers must be self-
contained. Campground
washrooms and out hous-

es will be closed.

e Laundry facilities must be
limited to one person at a
time and disinfected when
finished

e Group camping is prohib-
ited.

e  Bonfires, happy hours and
other group activities are
prohibited. Campers must
remain at their own camp
fires.

e No outside visitors

e  Tor weekend campers the
gates will be locked at

6pm. There will be NO
access to the park after
that. If this will cause you
any concerns please ar-
range something with the
office.

If these Protocols are not abid-
ed by you will be asked to leave
and will not be able to return
until all restrictions have been

lifted by AHS. There will be
No Refunded offered to you.
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Last yeat’s crop of seedlings
arrive.

4-inch and 6-inch spruce and
pine seedlings were planted
last spring.

Trees are sometimes lost

to beavers in the area.

Riverbend Campground
2020 Newsletter

ow important are

trees? People

write poems

about them. and
people hug them. Being close
to trees is good for our mental
and physical wellbeing. Forest
Therapy, which is also known
as Shrinrin-Yoku is really a
thing. There is an international
“Association of Nature & For-
est Therapy.” A member of
this community can introduce
you to “forest bathing.”

From an environmental
perspective it’s important to
remember, trees take in carbon
dioxide and give back oxygen.
People in real estate will tell
you a community with mature
trees is more desirable and a
house there will sell for more.

At Riverbend we know
healthy trees mean a great envi-
ronment for camping and great
habitat for birds and wildlife.
Strong tree root systems pre-
vent soil erosion.

R\ [orest Therapy

A primary focus for the
Riverbend family is caring for
our forest. Well maintained
trees can stay healthy for gen-
eration. Of course over time
we lose trees from wind dam-
age and flooding. We also lose
trees to eager beavers. River-
bend regularly consults with
arborists to assess the health of
our mature trees.

Pruning is a regular task
with an eye to maintaining
healthy trees and also for safe-
ty. Tree branches must be kept
from power lines. Occasionally
removal and/or relocation take
place.

Replacing lost trees is ongo-
ing. We had a major seedling
planting project in 2001. Those
trees have had 19 years of
growth. Last year Riverbend
acquired some spruce and pine
seedling and distributed them
to our seasonal campers. Dur-
ing their first summer the seed-
lings needed regular watering

to help them get established
and weeding to prevent being
choked by other vegetation.

This year we are working
with 5 Star Trees. They share
our passion for trees and their

5-STAR TREES LTD.

tree farm is just a bit east of us
on the Highwood River. This
family operation specializes in
mature deciduous and conifer-
ous trees, propagated from local
seed sources. Trees proven to
be prairie-hardy will thrive here
on the banks of the Sheep Riv-
er.

We encourage every camper
to help us care for our trees.

Riverbend is fortunate to have our own tree spade to facilitates tree re-location and planting,.
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Raeverbend Weather Station

eather is im-
portant to all
of us. It can
affect choices
we make in what to wear and
our activities and it’s always a
popular topic of conversation.

Here at Riverbend we are
keenly aware of weather. Much
of our work around the prop-
erty is done in the outdoors
which is something we love
about what we do, and dealing
with the weather certainly does
have an impact.

Weather is also a factor in
whether people come to the
campground. We love the
hearty souls that come rain or
shine. We encourage you to
keep your plans to camp. Con-
ditions at the campground
might be better than the fore-
cast and better than they are
where you are.

You may have found it dif-
ficult to get accurate weather
conditions for Okotoks. If you
check the Environment Cana-
da website for Okotoks, they
give conditions observed at
Black Diamond. Conditions
for Calgary are observed at
Calgary International Airport.

This spring Riverbend will
be installing a Weather Under-
ground weather station which
means you can obtain current
conditions at the campground
in real time. The Weather Un-

WEATHER UNDERGROUND

derground app is available for
both IOS and Android.

Weather Underground is a
unique weather service. It relies
on information gathered from
250,000+ personal weather
stations around the world. This
large community of weather
enthusiasts together make ac-
cess to very localized condi-
tions available and this is espe-
cially important to underserved
regions.

This service is now a sub-
sidiary of IBM but it has an
interesting history. In the early
1990’s a doctoral student at the
University of Michigan wrote
software that displayed weather
information globally. Over
time it was refined and in 1995
transitioned from a university
project to a business. In 2012
WU was acquired by The
Weather Channel but contin-
ued to operate as a separate
business. In the fall of 2015
IBM finalized an agreement,
and WU became part of Big
Blue.

No other weather service
has the amount of data availa-
ble when producing a forecast.
The data comes from the
weather stations installed by its
community of enthusiasts.
These can be a simple back-
yard set up to more elaborate
systems owned by businesses
that rely on accurate weather
information. These stations are
connected to the Weather Un-
derground service and can be
accessed by anyone.

The amount of information
gathered by each station is
impressive depending on the
equipment installed. A back-
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2020 Rates

Tenting (currently unavailable)
Power and Water
30 Amp Service
50 Amp Service
Pets (per day and must be on leash)
Day Pass—Vehicle & Driver
Passengers (each)
Pets

Coin Showers (5min)(currently unavailable)

Seasonals (Due May 15t)

$2500
$20
$20
$250

Power, Water, Sewer
Pet permit (Each)
2nd Vehicle Permit

Winter Storage (Due Nov 1st)

GST not included

Store-Office Hours
Mon-Thur 9-11 and 3-8
9AM until Dark
9AM until Dark

May, June, Sept., Oct.
Fri— Sun

July-August All week

*Times Subject to change*

yard weather station might pro- When our weather station is

. . 5 - >
vide basic data such as tempera- operational you won’t need to

ture and wind but many track ~ guess, or call the office to ask

dew point, precipitation rate what the conditions ate; the infor-

and accumulation, humidity, mation will on our website. We
barometric pressure, UV index  also recommend you download

and solar radiation. the app to access the data.



STAFF PRIVACY

When our staff members are
off duty please respect their
privacy and do not disturb
them unless it’s an emergency.
Please call the office at 403-
938-2017 for assistance

SPEEDING IS NOT
TOLERATED

Posted speed is 15 kms/hr
and is in place for the safe-
ty of all especially children.
Speeding continues to be a
issue in the campground.
Anyone caught speeding
will be evicted immediately.

GARBAGE

The campground is not re-
sponsible for disposal of
your construction materi-
als, fridges, electronics,
furniture, barbecues, tarps
or bikes. Please don’t bring
garbage from your home.

Okotoks Tourism Campaign

his is a fun look

back at a 2015

Town of Okotoks

Tourism campaign
that gained some notoriety.
The tag line for the campaign
was “There are a number of
things to do in Okotoks.” The
Town’s marketing included ads
on transit vehicle exteriors in
the Calgary market.

The fun began when a pho-
to of the side of a C-Train car
with the tag line was posted on
social media. The line was dis-
played out of context and it
struck people as so understated
that it deserved some ridicule.

It sparked the hashtag
#thingstodoinokotoks and a
flurry of memes which went
viral. Most of us have seen at
least one mem featuring Jona-
than Goldsmith — the famous
face of the Dos Equis “the
most interesting man in the
world” campaign. The people
of Okotoks took all of this in
stride.

Campaign Wins an Award

In February of 2016 the
campaign won the Growing
Rural Tourism Award. This
annual award is presented in
partnership with Travel Alber-

Social Media & Reviews

e are active

on both

Facebook

and Insta-
gram. Be sure to check us
out and be sure to like or
follow. And when you post
photos of your wonderful
times here add a tag.

Support Agritourism

gri-tourism combines

tourism and agricul-

ture. There are a cou-

ple of reasons why
more folks in the country are of-
fering opportunities to experience
their brand of the country life.
There is increased interest from
city folks and it makes economic
sense for the operators of the
facilities.

For perspective, we should
look at a bit of history. One hun-
dred years ago a small family farm
was viable. This is no longer the
case. In order to stay in the game,

farms had to get big or develop a
vertical marketing strategy.

An alternative for a family that
wishes to stay on the farm is to
have an additional income stream.
Tourism has provided this for
some. Examples of the types of
operations are pick-your-own
vegetables and berries, farms at-
tractions and field-to-fork.

Operations in our area include:
Saskatoon Farm — known by many
in the area for its wonderful res-
taurant, bakery and general store.
In addition they have a garden
center, market garden and offer u-

We also want to say how hon-
ored we are when you show us
love online. Positive online re-
views are important. We know we
have to continue to earn these.
For us, the key review sites are
Trip Advisor, Google Reviews
and Facebook reviews.

pick during berry harvest.

Kayben Farms — The little campers
will love Kayben’s Sunshine Ad-
venture Park, 10 acres of outdoor
fun with a focus on nature and
farm.

Chinook Honey — The Andrews
family invite guests to sample vari-
ous honeys, learn about honey
made products and mead.

Aspen Crossing — Originally a tree
farm and nursery this has grown to
become a very popular destination.
The highlights include their plant
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and gift shop, 1887 Pullman car
restaurant and the Aspen Crossing
Railway offering themed train ex-
cursions.

Homeplace Ranch — The Makenny
family have been offering day
rides, riding lessons and horse
awareness opportunities since

1974.

The current restrictions during
the pandemic are having a signifi-
cant impact on these businesses
and they will need our support
mote than ever when they are able
to open.



